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Comparison of nutritional evaluation of rape and barley

silage in sheep feeding

Shamma, M.* Behjani, R.* Safai, M.** Ahmadi, M.** Namdari, M.*

Kev words : Colza, Rape, Barley crop, Nutrition, Feeding, Sheep

Summary :
When the harvesting time is obligatory short, ensiling the green

forages seems to be the best procedure.

In order to prepare an acceptable feed for animals, rape crop and
green barley were ensiled with or without preservative. The pH of ensiled
rape with preservative reached to 4.2, but it didn’t fall below to 5 for the
ensiled material without preservative.

Analysis of results for the silage nutrients showed that adding the
preservative to ensiled matterials not only has considerable effects on pH,
but also prevents loss of dry matter and protein of the ensiled forages.

The average daily weight gain of two groups of lambs which were
fed with rape and barley silages for a period of 100 days, was about 120
gr. and 125 gr., respectively.

This experiment suggests that dry matter intaked from ensiled rape
is lower than barley silage by the animals, but because of higher crude
protein and lower fiber of rape silage than barley silage, it doesn't have
important effect on daily weight gain of the lambs which were fed with
rape silage.

These results show that the quality of ensiled rape is comparable to

ensiled barley in animal feeding.
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