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of chronic enterocolitis was more appropriate than that

of so far called regional enteritis(4) or terminal ilei-
tis(2). Out of six lambs examined in this report, two

showed varying degrees of mucosal thickening of the

cecu.

Present preliminary observation of the condition

from this country warrants a further work to find out

the presence of terminal ileitis i1n Iranian sheep.

Figure 1.0pen d 1leum showing thickened

rugose epithelium
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In all six lambs the significant lesions were found

in the i1ntestine and mesentric lymph nodes.lhe mucosal
surface of 25-40 cm of the terminal 1leum was hypermic
and became thick with numerous transverse folds(Fig 1).
The mesentric lymph nodes were congested and enlarged,
approximately twice of their normal size. In two Jlambs,
the cecal mucosa also had some degrees of thickness.
Faecal direct smears revealed coccidia and crypto-
sporidia oocysts and giardia tropho zoites in 5,1,1,
lambs respectively. Impression smears from the intestine
and lymph nodes were found negative for mycobacterium on
acid fast staining.Unfortunately, the histological exa-

mination was not carried out.

The clinical signs and gross pathological lesions
observed by the author were similar to those reported by

others(1,4).Chalmers et al(1) have described lesions in

Jjujenum,colon and rectum in addition to lesions 1n 1n
terminal ileum, 1n lambs of one of the three affected
flocks.lhese authors have also 1nvestigated the histo-
logical aspects of this intestinal disease and found
various degrees of villi blunting, crypt epithelium
hyperplasia with edema of the lamina propria, and a
diffuse reactive cells consisted lymphocytes, with fewer
numbers of eosinophils, neutrophils and plasma cells.
fhey have also shown a various degree of thickness 1n

other parts of intestine such as mucosa of the cecum |,

spiral colon, 1n addition to that of 1ilium. In view of

this findings €halmers et al(1) suggested that the name
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lerminal ileitis in lambs in Iran
M.Nouri
Terminal 1leitis of sheep 1s characterised by dis-
tinct thickening of the distal portion of the 1leum and
marked enlargment of terminal lymph nodes or mesentric

chain.Following the first report of terminal ileitis

from Netherlands in 1962(5), the condition has been
reported from United States(2), Belgium(3), Canada(1)

and Norway(4). This report puts on record the occurence
of lesions silmulating to terminal 1leitis in sheep in
Iran.

The flock consisted of 800 native sheep located
near Ahvaz city of Khuzestan province.lhe flock belonged
to a nomadic shepherd who practice winter moving from
hills to Khuzestan plains.Sheep were on ground barely
and pasture grass.During the month of February, 1989,
twelve lambs of 6-16 weeks old developed diarrhea,became
unthrifty and showed gradual emaciation.Condition did
not improve after the treatment with sulfonamides and
oxytetracyclin.

S5ix emaciated lambs were brought to Ahvaz veteri-
nary laboratory of veterinary,organization, ministry of
agriculture, for diagnosis. Lambs were recumbent and
dehydrated.They were slaughtered and thorought postmor-

tem examination was done.
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