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Body weight gain of Baluchi sheep during
experimental infection with Fasciola gigantica

Dalimi, A.l, Hagh Nazarni, J.z, Thaher -pour, N.3,
Ansari HR.S

lparasitology Department, Faculty of Medical Sciences, Tarbiat
Modares University, Tehran - Iran. zParaSitology Department, Razi
vaccine and Serum Research Institute , Karaj, - Iran. SAnimal

Science Research Institute , Karaj - Iran.

Thirty Baluchi sheep. 15 rams and 15 ewes, aged 12-13 months, and

free from liver fluke and other helminths were divided randomly into six

groups of five animals each. Two groups of male & female animals were
infected with 100, 200 Fasciola gigantica metacercaria and two groups
were selected as uninfected control groups. All sheep were fed ad
libitum with a mixture of alfa-alfa. wheat straw and barley, balanced for
energy and protein content according to standard tables. Feed intake of
each group was measured weekly and live weight gain of each group
was recorded fortnightly. The results indicated that , there was no
significant differences in body weight gain between the groups which
recieved 100 metacercaria and control groups. But the body weight
gains of groups whcih recieved 200 metacercaria decreased signficantly
from week 14 post infection. No differences were observed in feed

intake of infected and control groups.

Key words: Fasciola gigantica, Baluchi sheep, Body weight




