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Abstract:

BACKGROUND: Fungal agents are considered as one of the most prevalent organisms in
external otitis. OBJECTIVES: Theaim of thisstudy wasto comparethefungal floraof external
ear canal and concave surface of auriclein healthy Persian and Domestic Short Hair (DSH) cats.
METHODS: Sampleswerecollected from 120 healthy cats (60 Persiansand 60 DSH) with swab
and cellophane tape. RESULTS: Out of 103 (85.8%) organisms isolated from cats, 83 (80.6%)
wereidentified asmolds. infection with Dermatophyteswere detected in 3 (5%) samples. Yeasts
werealso present in 20 (19.4%) cats. Based ontheresultsof thisstudy therewasn't any significant
differencein fungal floraof the ear canal between Persian and DSH cats. CONCLUSIONS: Ear
canal and pinnainmost of healthy catsharbor fungal filamentousand yeast organismsthat maybe
pathogenic in suitable conditions. Furthermore dermatophyte organismsin apparently healthy
catscan betransmitted to their owners.

K ey wor ds: domestic short hair cats, external ear, fungal flora, persian cats.

Figure Legends and Tabel Captions

Table 1. Thefrequency of filamentous fungi in the external ear canal and pinnaof domestic short hair and Persian cats using swab and
cellophanetape.

Graph 1. Therelativefrequency of yeastsin the external ear canal and pinnaof domestic short hair using swab and cellophane tape.
O pling from pinnausingSwab W Sampling from pinnausing cellophanetape W Sampling from external ear canal using swab

Graph 2. Therelativefrequency of yeastsin the external ear canal and pinnaof Persian catsusing swab and cellophanetape.
O pling from pinnausingSwab @ Sampling from pinnausing cellophanetape W Sampling from external ear canal using swab
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