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A report of prevalence and adaptability of
Pulex irritans in a breeder farm around Tehran

Haddadzadeh, H. R.!, Sheikh Abbasi, Z.2

1Department of Parasitology, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,

Tehran University, Tehran - Iran. 2Pn'vate Veterinanan.

In a breeder farm near Tehran, severe infestation to fleas was
observed. The thicker the litter, the more was the infestation rate.
Morphological charactristics of the flea were those related to human
flea. (P. irritans). Although based on reports and parasitology text,
fleas. have, in principle, the charactristic of polyhemophagia and P.
irritans live on the blood of other hosts, besides humanbeings, this
occurs on poultry occasionally. the severity of infestation in some
hall was to the extent that the farm workers and even the dwellers
around the farm were severly infested. Finding suggested that P.
irritans lives well on chicken blood. This infestation lessened and
went under control after applying regualr insecticide spary
(permethrin) and executing hygienic regulation.

Key words : Fleas, Pulex, Ectoparasite, Chicken.




