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Study on the frequency of cardiac dysrhythmias in
apparently healthy horses of riding schools ( Shiraz,
Isfehan, and Tehran)

I
Rezakhani,A., MokhberDezfouli,M.R.," Goodarzi,M., |
Ansari Lari, M.' |

‘Depariments of Clinical Studies and Food Hygiene, School of]
Veterinary Medicine, University of Shiraz, Shiraz- Iran. zDepartment'
of Clinical Studies, School of Veterinary Medicine, University of :
Tehran, Tehran-Iran.

Objective: To find the frequency of cardiac dysrhythmias
in apparently healthy horses and discriminate functional
from pathological ones.

Designe: Observational field study.

Animal: The study was conducted on 544 horses but ECG
was recorded only from 395 cases.

Statistical analysis: Data were evaluated by using analysis
variance and Chi-square.

Procedures: ECG was obtainec on a base apex lead with
the paper speed of 25mm/sec and calibration of 10mm/mV
at rest without restraining or using of tranquilizers. The
| findings were evaluated according to the criteria of normal
|cardiac rhythm.

Results: 102 out of 395 horses used for ECG recording had
some types of cardiac arrhythmias (25.82%). The most
frequent dysrhythmias were heart block, sinus arrhythmia
and sinus tachycardia, respectively. Atrial fibrillation was
not seeri. .

Conclusion: This study showed that horses of riding

schools show cardiac dysrhythmias just like race horses.
Major cardiac dysrhythmias are functional ones. Atrial and

ventricular premature beats should be cautiously looked.
Furthermore, 1n contrast to what has been reported 1n the
veterinary literature, no case of atrial fibrillation was seen. |
This dysrhythmia seems to be very rare among Iranian |
equine population for somz unknown reasons. |
J.Fac.Vet. Med. Univ. Tehran. 60,3:225-228,2005.

| Keywords: dysrhythmia, ECG, horse, riding school.
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SA+SAB+AVBI

/Y8 SA+SAB+AVB2

SA: Sinus arrhythmia; SB: Sinus bradycardia, ST: Sinus tachycardia;
SAB: Sinoartial block; PAC: Premature atrial contraction; AVB1: First

degree atrioventricular block; AVB2: Second degree atrioventicular
block.
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