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ABATTOIR STUDY ON MORPHOPATHOLOGY OF CLAW
CAPSULEINCULLINGLAME COWS
Nouri,M.l*,Marjanmehr,S.H.2, Nowrouzian,l.l,Vajhi,A.l, Faskhoudi, D.!

1Department of Clinical Sciences,Faculy of Veeterinary Medreim, University of Tehran, Tehran- Iran.
2Department of Pathology, Faculty of Vieterinary Medicine, University of Tehran, Tehran- Iran.
(Received 10 January 2009 , Accepted 5 October 2009)

Abstract:

The magjority of bovine lameness involves structures of the digit. A prompt identification of
problematic cases is needed to be done for prevention of premature culling decision. This cross-
sectional and descriptivestudy wascarried out at an abattoir inthevicinity of Tehran. 41 casesof culled
lame cows, with special referenceto the claw lesions and their distribution were randomly selected.
All amputated limb were referred to Pathology Department for more routine pathol ogical studies by
M acerationand Bleaching. Inthisstudy, post mortem examinationreveal ed typi cal changesof chronic
laminitis were among the most common pathological features, suggesting that laminitis may have
affected virtually all theherd at some previoustime. Clinical signsareasfllows:. theclawsweremuch
taller and more boxy than normal and the abaxial wall was convex in all directions. A bark-like
substance occurred onthewall in some cases. Horn quality was poor in aff ected claws. Asymmetrical
swelling of the heel and also appreciable widening of the periople part on the affected digit were the
most common clinical features. Based on the results the following conclusions were reached: 1)
chroniclaminitishasanimportant roleonthetrendof cullinginlamecows?2) thecharacteri sticchanges
intheclaw incullinglamecowsmay provideuseful on-farmdiagnostictechniquefor culling decision
or attempt for appropriate therapy, particularly in deep sepsiscases.

Key words: claw, culling, dairy cows, deep sepsis, lameness.
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