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INFESTATION OFHEARTWORM (DIROFILARIA
IMMITIS) INACAT INAHVAZ CITY: ACASE REPORT

AIborzi,A.l, Mosallangjad, B.z*, Ghorbanpoor Najafabadi, M .2, Nikpoor, z1
lDepartrnent of Pathobiology, Faculty of Vieterinary Medicine, Shahid Chamran University, Ahvaz-
Iran.

2Department of Clinical Sciences, Faculty of Veeterinary Medicine, Shahid Chamran University,
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(Received 16 September 2009 , Accepted 12 May 2010)

Abstract:

Heartwormdiseaseiscaused by Dirofilariaimmitisindogsandcats. Dirofilariasisisclinically
considered very important, because of itssevereand lifethreatening diseasein case of evenlight
infection. Cats are infected much less commonly, even in areas which present heavily infected
dogs. After clinical examination blood samples were collected from 120 companion and stray
adult catsin Ahvaz city. Dirofilaria microfilaria was detected by modified Knott method and its
antigen detected by immunochromatography. One (2.5 years old), out of 120 (0.83%) of the
studied catswasinfected with Dirofilariaimmitismicrofilaria. Companion mal e cat of domestic
short hair (DSH) breed. Thissurvey isthefirst report onisolation of Dircofilariaimmitisin catsof
Ahvaz city. It seemsthat carrier mosquitoesandtheir reservoirspresentinthisdistinct: Therefore
continuous challengefor eradication of stray catsand dogs, prophylactic treatment and accurate
training to people should be done.

Key words: dirofilariosis, heartworm, cat, Ahvaz.
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