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Abstract:

Sexua cellsin malefishes are microscopic and smaller than eggsin females. Dueto thelate
maturation age in sturgeons, the biopsy of gonads and histological studies are one of the most
important andreliablewaystodetect and separatemal esandfemal esfromeach other at early ages.
Theaim of the present study wasto determineand dividethe sexesin farmed Acipenser persicus
reared under artificial conditions. In order to detect and determine sexual maturation stages,
gonadsof 81 farmed A. persicusweresampled by biopsy. Sampleswerefixed and studied by light
microscope. Results showed that males and females were 30 (37%) and 51 (63%) individuals,
respectively. Thedetermination of sexual maturation stagesin A. persicusshowed that 16% were
at stagel, 23.5%at stagel - 11, 59.3% at stage |l and 1.2% at stage| 1. The number of femaleswas
higher than that of mal es, but sexually maturefemal eswereat | ower maturation stagesthanmales
inthe same age and rearing conditions.

Key words: Acipenser persicus, biopsy, sexual maturation stages.

* Corresponding author’semail: Alihallajian@gmail .com, Tel: 0132-5743724, Fax: 0132-7743722




