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Abstract:

BACK GROUND: Today, Cryptosporidiumis considered as one of the etiological agents of
diarrheasyndromein newborn ruminants, especially calves. OBJECTIVES: Theincidencerate
of theinfectiontothisparasiteindiarrheic calvesin southern Khorasan, Neishabour was studied.
METHODS: One hundred seventy fecal samples of diarrheic calves from husbandries in
Neishabour were collected from July 2009 to January 2010. These samples were transferred to
laboratory and were examined for the presence of Cryptosporidium oocyst after concentration
withformol-ether method and modified Ziehl-Neel senstaining. RESULT S: Theincidencerateof
infection to this protozoan in the studied sampleswas 11.2%. M oreover, 13.04% of male calves
and 8.97% of femal e animal swereinfected with the parasite. Theincidencerate of theinfection
in cold season (14.06%) was morethan warm season (9.43%). Meanwhile, 12.12% of thecalves
under three months of age and 7.89% aged three to six months were infected with protozoan.
Statistical analysesdid not show significant rel ationship betweentheinfection of parasiteandthe
studied factorsincluding age, sex, and season. CONCL USIONS: Control of Cryptosporidiumis
necessary, with regard to the presence of this parasite in calves of Neishabour and its zoonotic

aspect.
Key words: Cryptosporidium, calve, diarrhea, Neishabour.

Figure Legends and Table Captions

Tablel. Thefrequency rateof Cryptosporidiuminfection indiarrheic calvesin Neishabour based on somefactorsincluding age, sex, and
sampling seasons.
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