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Abstract:

BACK GROUND: Parasites are ubiquitous on tel eost fish and because of their various effects
on host behavior, growth, fecundity and mortality should not be neglected. OBJECTIVES: The
aim of thisstudy wasidentification of metazoan parasites on Otolithesruber in the northwest of
Qeshm Island. METHODS: A total of 72 specimens were caught from the northwest of Qeshm
Island in summer 2008 and winter 2009 by bottom trawl and wereimmediately deep frozen. All
samplesweretransferredtolaboratory and after measuringfishweightandlength, parasitol ogical
survey wasimplemented by stereo and light microscopes on gills, skin, finsand internal organs.
RESULTS: Separated parasites were: Monogenea: Diplectanum sp., Murraytrema sp. and
Monoplectanum sp., Digenea: Pleorchis sp., Sephanostomum sp., Erilepturus sp., Nematoda:
Philometra sp., Cucullanus sp. and Copepod: Brachiella sp. CONCLUSIONS: All mentioned
parasitesinthisstudy arereportedfor thefirsttimeinlranfrom Otolithesruber except Philometra
sp., and Otolithesruber areintroduced asanew host for Monoplectanumsp., Brachiella sp.

Key words: commercial fish, Otolithesruber, helminth crustaceans, Persian Gulf.

Figure Legends and Table Captions

Table 1. Number of separated parasites and percentage of infection of Otolithesruber in summer and winter 2008-20009.

Graph 1. Percentage of infectionin different organs of Otolithesruber in summer 2008.

Graph 2. Percentage of infectionin different organsof Otolithesruber inwinter 2009.
Graph 3. Relationship between monogenean abundance and fish length.

Figure 1. Monogenean parasiteswerefoundingill. a Diplectanumsp., b: Monoplectanumsp., ¢: Murraytrema sp.

Figure2. Digenean parasiteswerefoundinintestine, scomachandgill. a: Anterior part of Pleorchis sp., b: Anterior part of Sephanostomum
sp., C: Anterior part of Erilepturussp.

Figure 3. Nematode parasiteswerefound in ovary and intestine. a: Anterior part of Philometrasp., b: Cucullanussp.

Figure4. Copepod Brachiellasp. wasfoundingill. a: Anterior part of parasite, b: Posterior part of parasite.
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